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INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT TO IMPROVE COORDINATION
OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF NATURAL GASPIPELINES

The Federa Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and nine other federa
agencies have committed to coordinate their efforts to bring about a more efficient use of
time and resources without compromising their repective jurisdictiond responghilitiesin
an interagency agreement issued by the Council on Environmenta Quadlity.

The interagency agreement states that FERC will be the lead agency responsible for
environmentd review of interstate natural gas pipelines under the National Environmenta
Policy Act. Initsrole aslead agency, FERC will work closely with the other agenciesto
identify and resolve issues early in the gas pipeline review process, and attempt to build a
consensus among other governmenta agencies and their stakeholders. The agencies dso
pledged to expedite the environmenta review and permitting of netura gas pipdine
projects.

The agreement calls for communication and cooperation with FERC and with each
agency to coordinate schedules, identify concerns, share data, coordinate requests for
additiona information and cooperate in developing aternative routes, actions and
mitigation mesasures.

In Sgning the agreement, the other agencies dso endorse FERC's prefiling
procedures established for naturd gas pipeline proposals before forma applications are
filed. The agreement and the prefiling procedures emphasze the importance of early
communication with al stakeholders, including pipeine gpplicants, landowners and other
sate, local and Federd agencies.
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The agreement is effective immediately. Along with FERC, the other Sgnatories are
the Departments of Army, Agriculture, Commerce, Energy, Interior, Trangportation; the
Advisory Council on Higtoric Preservetion, the Council on Environmenta Quality, and the
Environmenta Protection Agency.

A copy of the agreement may be found on FERC's website, www.ferc.gov.
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